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VENTNOR  URBM  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Rf^port  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  MemUers  of  the 

Ventnor  Urban  District  Council 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  oircumstances  of  the  year  1957, 
in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of 
Health. 

Vital  Statistics 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
fell  slightly  from  6780  to  6750,  The  number  of  live 
legitimate  births,  however,  rose  from  29  to  37  in  the 
case  of  males  and  26  to  32  in  the  case  of  females,  making 
an  overall  increase  in  the  total  from  55  to  69.  The 
number  of  live  illegitimate  births  also  rose  in  the 
female  from  2  to  6,  producing  a  total  of  8,  The  live 
birthrate,  therefore,  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population 
rose  from  8,7  to  11,4.  That  for  England  and  Wales  rose 
in  the  same  year  from.  15.7  to  16,1,  I  am  happy  to 
report  that  no  legitimate  or  illegitimate  stillbirths 
occurred. 

The  number  of  deaths  fell  from  49  to  38  in  the  case 
of  men  and  53  to  36  for  women,  reaching  a  total  reduction 
from  102  to  74.  The  crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population  fell  therefore  from  15.0 
to  11,0,  The  crude  death  rate  for  Engl^and  and  Yi/’ales 
showed  little  change  at  11,5  per  1,000  population  and 
there  was  a  small  decrease  in  the  death  rate  of  both  males 
and  females,  after  allowing  for  changes  in  the  age  structure 
of  population.  Fortunately,  no  deaths  occurred  during 
the  year  in  either  legitimate  or  illegitimate  infants 
under  the  age  of  one  year,  and  deaths  from  puerperal 
causes  remained  at  nil  »  a  happy  state  of  affairs.  Deaths 
from  cancer  fell  from  21  to  15. 

Tuberculosis  continued  to  diminish  in  importance 
as  a  cause  of  death  for  none  occurred  during  the  year. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  venereal  disease,  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  meningitis,  poliomelitis ,  measles  or  any 
other  infective  or  parasitic  diseases.  On  the  v/hole  , 
in  England  and  Wales,  infectious  diseases  caused  fewer 
deaths  in  1956  than  in  any  previous  year.  Indeed  there 
were  only  8  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  from  diphtheria 
and  5  bf  them  occurred  after  an  interval  of  more  than  one 
year  from  the  onset  of  the  disease. 

Among  the  malignant  neoplasms,  cancer  of  the  lung 
continued  to  increase  as  a  cause  of  death,  there  being 
an  increase  in  the  male  from  1  to  3.  For  cancer  of  the 
stomach  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  for  men  from  2  to  3 ,  but  a  reduction  in  the  female 
from  3  to  1,  A  slight  fall  has  taken  place  in  England 
and  Wales  in  every  year  since  1950  in  this  disease.  The 
ntjimber  of  deaths  from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
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system  fell  slightly  in  the  male  from  7  to  6,  and 
in  the  female  from  11  to  9;  these  figures  were  in 
keeping  with  those  for  England  and  '^ales.  Coronary 
diseases  and  angina  accounted  for  6  deaths  in  the 
male  and  5  in  the  female,  whilst  those  from  hypertension 
with  heart  disease,  showed  an  increase  from  nil  to  2 
in  the  male,  and  2  to  3  in  the  female.  Arterio¬ 
sclerotic  disease  continued  to  increase  as  a  cause  of 
death  in  England  and  ^ales,  over  4,000  more  deaths 
being  recorded  in  1936  than  in  1955.  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  no  deaths  occurred  as  a  result  of 
pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion^  over  the  whole 
country  in  1956,  the  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due 
to  pregnancy  and  childbearing  was  399  and  this  meant 
that  only  56  women  died  for  every  100,000  live  and 
still  births. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

One  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified,  but 
the  patient  was  not  ill  enough  to  be  admitted  to 
hospital.  There  was  a  reduction  from  7  to  1  in  cases 
of  pneumonia,  and  only  15  cases  of  measles  were 
notified  compared  with  99  for  the  previous  year,  one 
of  v/hich  was  admitted  to  hospital.  Two  cases  of  lung 
tuberculosis  occurred  but  no  other  forms  were  notified. 
One  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  was  discovered  and 
investigations  were  unsuccessful  in  revealing  either 
source  or  spread.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  no  food 
poisoning  outbreaks  occurred. 

Influenza 


In  May  1957,  it  became  generally  known  that  there 
had  been  local  outbreaks  of  influenza  in  the  Par  East. 
Material  from  cases  in  Singapore  was  sent  to  the  World 
Health  Influenza  Centre  in  London  where  a  special 
strain  v/as  isolated.  By  June  1957  this  ’’Asian"  strain 
virus  had  been  isolated  in  England  and  there  were 
outbreaks  of  the  disease  all  over  the  world.  In  August 
an  epidemic  wave  of  the  disease  was  affecting  the  northern 
part  of  the  country  and  this  soon  spread  south;  the  peak 
prevalence  appeared  to  have  been  reached  in  this  area 
during  the  early  part  of  October,  By  the  end  of  October 
the  indices  of  prevalence  showed  a  marked  decline  and  the 
epidemic  appeared  to  be  over,  A  specific  vaccine  was 
prepared  as  a  matter  of.  urgency  by  the  G-overrmient  but 
little  of  it  was  available  before  the  epidemic  had  reached 
its  peak  and  at  an  early  stage  the  Government  decided 
against  using  it  for  general  vaccination. 

Weekly  returns  of  headteachers  during  the  above 
period  showed  that  558  children  were  absent  through 
influenza  and  influenzal  colds  in  the  Ventnor  area. 

Tuberculosis 


The  campaign  to  eradicate  tuberculosis  from  cattle 
in  Great  Britain  had  reached  an  advanced  stage  in 
March  1957.  Thus  by  25th  November  1957,  the  Island 
was  declared  a  specified  area  so  that  all  raw  milk  had 
to  be  sold  either  as  tuberculin  tested,  pasteurised  or 
sterilised.  Tuberculosis  in  pigs  and  poultry  still 
remains  a  problem  v/hich  will  be  tackled  soon. 
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Vaccination  of  children  in  secondary  schools  with 
B.C.G.  continued  in  1957.  The  testing  revealed  that 
58,6  per  cent  were  negative  to  the  Heaf  test  and  were, 
therefore,  considered  susceptible  and  eligible  for 
vaccination. 

A  survey  carried  out  by  the  Portsmouth  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  between  October  and  Pecember  resulted 
in  a  total  of  877  miniature  films  and  29  large  films 
being  taken  in  Ventnor.  Both  the  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  the  result  of  this  survey. 

Lung  Cancer 

The  Medical  Research  Council  in  1957  concluded 
that  the  great  increase  which  had  occurred  in  the 
death  rate  during  the  last  25  years  from  lung  cancer 
in  Great  Britain  and  other  countries,  was  associated 
v/ith  tobacco  smoking,  partly  in  the  form  of  cigarettes. 
This  opinion  was  accepted  by  the  Ministers  of  Health  and 
Education  as  a  basis  for  preventive  action  so  that 
Local  Health  Authorities  were  informed  subsequently  that 
the  risks  of  tobacco  smoking  should  be  brought  effectively 
to  the  notice  of  the  public  in  order  that  the  person  who 
smokes  knows  the  risks. 


I  should  like  to  thank  Mr.  Self  for  the  way  he  has 
always  managed  to  cope  v/ith  so  much  work  in  the  very 
little  time  at  his  disposal  having  regard  to  his  very 
important  duties  v/ith  the  inspection  of  meat 5  also, 
my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Ventnor  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for 
their  understanding  and  support. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

P.  MAXY/ELL  BROME. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


1.  GENERAL 


Total  hours 

of  sunshine 

January 

75.7 

hrs. 

February 

90.2 

II 

Mar  ch 

102.5 

II 

April 

193.3 

II 

May 

253.4 

It 

June 

323.6 

?i 

during  1957? - 


July 

210.7 

hrs 

August 

188.2 

II 

September 

116 . 4 

II 

October 

116.8 

II 

November 

79.3 

II 

December 

89.4 

II 

Total  rainfall  during  1957 
Area  in  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
(end  of  1957) 

Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  Id,  rate 


57.00  inches. 
3,522 

1,900 

£105,488. 

£415. 


2.  VITAL 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)  6,750 


Births  M  E 

Number  of  live  legitimate  births  37  32 

Number  of  live  illegitimate  births  2  6 

LiA^e  birth  rate  for  1,000  of 
estimated  resident  population 
Comparative  factor  (births) 

Comparative  birth  rate 
LiA^e  birth  rate  for  1,000  in 
England  and  'Vales 

Number  of  legitimate  stillbirths  -  - 

Number  of  illegitimate  stillbirths 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths 


Total 

69 

8 


11.4 

1.08 

12.3 

16.1 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Deaths 


Total  number  of  deaths  38  36  74 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population  11,0 

Comparative  factor  (deaths)  0.73 

Comparative  death  rate  8.0 

Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  11.5 

Deaths  for  puerperal  causes  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  of  legitimate 

infants  under  one  year  of  age  -  ~  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  under  one  year  of  age  ~  -  Nil 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  per 

1,000  live  births  Nil 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  -  -  Nil 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

'Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  15 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Male  Female 


Tuberculosis 5  respiratory . 

Tuberculosis,  other  .. 

Syphilitic  disease  ..  .. 

Diphtheria  . 

\¥lio oping  Cough  . . 

Meningoccocal  infections  . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  .  . . 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  -  stomach  •• 

”  ”  -  lung  and  bronchus 

”  ”  -  breast  . .  • • 

”  ”  -  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  . 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ,, 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  , . 

Conorary  disease,  angina  ..  ..  •• 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  , , 

Other  heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  .. 

Influenza  . .  , . 

Pneumonia  . ,  , ,  , ,  , ,  , , 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  , . 
G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Hephritis,  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  » .  •  •  • .  .  • 

Suicide  , .  • .  . .  . . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  • . 


38  (49)  36  (53) 


H o te :  Figures  for  1956  are  entered  in  Iraokets. 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 

and  Other  Liseases. 


Disease 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  fever 

Diphtheria 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (paralytic) 

- 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 
(non-paralytic ) 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

- 

— 

Measles 

15 

]- 

- 

'Mho oping  cough 

7 

— 

Meningoccocal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

- 

- 

Acute  encephalitis 
(post  infections) 

_ 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

2 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (meninges 
and  C.N.S. ) 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

1 

- 

— 

27 

1 

— 

A^e  at  date  of  notification 
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POOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS  -  None  notified 


NON -NO TIP I ABLE  INPECTIOUS  DISEASES  -  Prom  the 
weekly  returns  of  headteachers s - 

Chi  eke  np  ox  1 

German  measles  3 

Mumps  1 

Influenza  and 
influenzal  colds  558 


563 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Periods 

Total 

New 

Pulm. 

M.  P. 

Cases 

N on -Pulm. 

M.  P. 

Total 

Deaths 

Pulm.  Non -Pulm. 
M.  P.  M.  P. 

0 

I 

and 

tf 

UTider  1 

II  p; 

— 

- 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

± 

5 

ft 

”  10 

rnmm 

10 

ti 

It 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

-- 

—  —  _ 

15 

ff 

”  20 

2 

1 

1 

— 

_  _  _ 

20 

t! 

"  25 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_  _  _ 

25 

tl 

II  35 

4 

1 

3 

_  _ 

— • 

— 

__  __ 

35 

II 

n  45 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  _  — 

45 

II 

II  55 

2 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

_  _  — 

55 

It 

”  65 

2 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

65 

II 

II  75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75 

and 

over 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Total 

1 — 1 

I — 1 

5 

6 

—  _ 

— 

— 

s  This  number  includes  9  transfers  from  the  mainland. 


POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1944. 


Nijinber  of  samples  taken  during  1957  19 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive 
Number  of  sami)les  in  which 

Brucella  Abortus  was  isolated 
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VENTNOR  URRAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Salisbury  Cardens, 
Vontnor,  I.W. 


To  the  Cliairraan  and  Members  of  the 

Ventnor  Urban  District  Council 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  submit  an  annual  report 
on  the  work  carried  out  during  1957*  Once  more  I 
am  grateful  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dr,  P,  Maxwell  Brovme,  for  allowing  me  to  comment 
separately  on  these  matters. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  cover  all  the 
duties  imposed  by  statute  upon  the  Department  but 
the  degree  of  success  attained  has  varied  considerably 
in  different  sections  of  the  work.  Over-riding 
priority  has  been  given  to  the  investigation  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  either  actual  or 
suspected,  but  fortunately  it  was  only  necessary  to  make 
fourteen  visits  in  this  connection  during  the  year  so 
this  did  not  constitute  a  very  large  problem. 

Meat  inspection  at  the  Bacon  Factory  is  quite  a 
time  consuming  process  but  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  100^  meat  inspection  was  achieved  in  1957. 
The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  during  the  year 
increased  by  18,7^  to  8163  and  of  these  only  one  was 
condemned  for  generalised  tuberculosis.  There  was, 
however,  an  increase  from  1,77?'°  to  3.4^  in  the  incidence 
of  localised  tuberculosis  and  this  problem  is  being 
investigated  from  the  producers’  angle,  by  the 
Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  It  is  hoped  that  the  recent 
introduction  of  the  tuberculosis  eradication  scheme 
in  cattle  will  be  of  considerable  assistance  in 
reducing  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  pigs. 

Drainage  and  vmter  supplies  were  also  given  a 
considerable  amount  of  attention  and  the  routine 
complaints  of  nuisances  and  housing  defects  were  dealt 
with  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  introduction  of 
the  Rent  Act  threw  some  work  on  the  Department  in 
dealing  with  a opli cations  for  certificates  of  disrepair 
but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  only  one  actual 
certificate  v/as  issued. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  it  was  only  possible  to 
make  139  visits  to  all  types  of  food  premises  other 
than  the  Bacon  Factory,  Apart  from  numerous  private 
hotels,  guest  houses  and  boarding  houses,  there  are  120 
food  shops  in  the  District  and  consequently  many  places 
were  not  visited  at  all  during  1957.  IVliilst  full 
co-operation  in  food  hygiene  is  given  by  the  managements 
of  the  majority  of  the  establishments,  it  is  extremely 
difficult,  without  frequent  inspection,  to  maintain  a 
high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  food  handling.  This 
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problem  is  aggravated  by  the  seasonal  shortage  of 
trained  catering  staffs  and  the  consequent  employment 
of  unskilled  assistants  having  little  or  no  knowledge 
of  'che  rules  of  food  hygiene.  Unless  proper 
supervision  and  training  can  be  given  to  these  persons 
they  represent  a  serious  potential  danger  to  the  customers 
whose  food  they  handle. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  support  given  me  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  the  Council  and  also  the  assistance  given 
by  my  colleagues  in  other  departments, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  STANLEY  SELF, 

Health  Inspector . 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Y/ater  Supply 

The  water  supply  for  the  Ventnor  Urban  District  is 
derived  from  the  following  main  soui’cess- 

(a)  A  deep  well  situated  in  the  Waterworks, 

Mitchell  Avenue^ 

(b)  Surface  water  collected  in  channels  in  the 
Sritish  Railv/ay  tunnel  between  Wroxall  and 
Ventnor.  This  is  knov/n  as  "the  tunnel  supply" 
and  feeds  into  the  Waterworks  in  Mitchell 
Avenue ; 

(c)  A  spring  at  Wroxall,  and 

(d)  A  main  spring  and  a  subsidiary  spring  in  Old 
Park  Road,  St.  Lawrence. 

The  tunnel  supply  runs  into  a  collecting  chamber 
where  it  is  dosed  with  chlorine  and  thence  into  a 
settling  tank  into  which  is  also  fed  the  water  from 
the  deep  well.  The  t?/o  supplies  mix  and  settle  in 
this  tank.  The  lowest  part  of  the  town  is  gravity 
fed  from  the  settling  tank  (this  is  knov/n  as  the  low 
level  supply)  and  the  remainder  of  the  water  is  pumped 
from  the  settling  tank  to  a  reservoir  on  Littleton 
Down  above  the  Lowtherville  Estate,  This  reservoir 
feeds  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  and  is  knov/n  as  the 
high  level  supply. 

Water. from  the  spring  at  Yfroxall  is  chlorinated 
and  is  used  to  supply  Wroxall  village  itself,  but  the 
village  can  also  obtain  water  from  the  high  level  supply 
of  Ventnor  should  this  be  necessary. 

The  tv/o  springs  in  St.  Lawrence  are  used  to  feed 
the  western  end  of  the  town  and  St,  Lav/rence  itself, 
and  other  places  outside  the  Urban  District  boundary. 

The  water  from  those  springs  is  chlorinated  before  use. 

In  addition  seven  properties  in  St.  Lawrence  and  four 
in  Ventnor  itself  have  private  water  supplies  derived 
from  springs. 

A  table  of  the  results  of  water  samples  taken  is 
given  below  and  from  it,  it  will  be  seen  that  although 
the  general  standard  of  the  raw  water  is  somev/hat  variable 
little  complaint  can  be  made  against  the  bacteriological 
standard  of  the  treated  water. 


Results  of  Examination  of  Y/ater  Samples 

Grade 

Raw 

Treated 

1 

27 

51 

2 

4 

4 

3 

19 

4 

4 

12 

4 

62 

63 
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PoLir  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  during 
the  year  for  chemical  examination.  The  analyses  of  the 
four  samples  were  very  similar  and  I  give  below  the 
detailed  report  of  one  of  them?” 


Sample  of  tap  water  from  The  Pitts,  Bonchurch. 


Appearance 

Odour 

Taste 

Reaction 

Total  solid  residue 
Suspended  solids 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 
Chlorine  as  chloride 
Oxygen  absorbed  4  hrs. 
at  27°  C 


Slightly  turbid  -  greyish  white. 
Nil. 

N  ormal , 
pH  7.5. 

545  parts  per  million 
trace 
0.00 
0.00 
2.1 
Nil 
57 

0,08 


) 

Carbonate  (Temporary 

245 

Hardness 

) 

Non-Carbonate  (Permanent) 

45 

) 

Total 

290 

Metals 

Lead,  copper,  zinc,  iron 

Nil 

Observations 

’’These  results  indicate  a  water  of  high  organic 
purity  and  comparison  v/ith  the  previous  sample  shov/s 
that  this  supply  is  constant  in  chemical  composition. 

The  water  still  contains  a  trace  of  greyish  white 
suspended  matter  consisting  of  finely  divided  sand  and 
silicates. 


In  my  opinion,  this  water  is  chemically  satisfactory 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.” 

During  1957  the  supply  of  water  was,  on  the  whole, 
adequate  to  meet  the  demand  and  very  few  complaints  were 
received  of  shortage  of  quantity  or  pressure.  Sediment 
in  the  v/ater  is,  hov/ever,  quite  considerable  at  times 
but  apart  from  frequent  flushing  of  mains,  little  can  be 
done  to  alleviate  this  until  major  alterations  have  been 
carried  out  at  the  V/aterworks. 

The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  supplied  with 
v/ater  is  1,902. 

Sv/imming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  s'wimming  baths  in  the  district 
but  an  instructional  pool  was  constructed  during  the 
year  at  the  Ventnor  Secondary  Modern  School*  Chlorination 
of  the  pool  is  by  daily  hand  dosage  with  liquid  hypochlorite. 
Although,  owing  to  the  general  scarcity  of  water  in  the  town 
during  the  suimner  season,  it  is  not  practicable  to  empty  the 
pool  as  frequently  as  one  v/ould  wish,  the  results  of 
bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  the  water  were 
quite  satisfactory. 


The  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
samples  of  v/ater  taken  from  the  children’s  paddling  pool 
varied  considerably  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
additional  chlorination  during  the  very  hot  weather. 


(11) 


Draina^q;e 

As  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the 
inspection  of  both  old  and  new  drainage,  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  is  spent  on  this  work.  During  the  year 
228  visits  and  inspections  were  m.ade  in  this  connection 
and  89  drains  were  tested  and  passed.  Many  of  the 
drainage  troubles  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town  arise 
from  the  fact  that  few  of  the  houses  have  any  means  of 
access  to  the  drains  and  consequently  excavation  is  the 
only  solution  when  serious  stoppages  arise.  With  the 
owners’  co-operation,  inspection  chambers  are  being 
provided  on  many  of  these  old  systems  and  it  is  hoped 
that  by  this  action  troubles  will  be  avoided  in  future. 

Sewerage 

The  repair  and  maintenance  of  public  sev/ers,  other 
than  those  to  which  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  applies,  is  undertaken  by  the  Surveyor ^ but  the 
responsibility  for  Section  24  sewers  rests  with  the 
Public  Health  Inspector.  Owing  to  the  way  in  which 
the  town  is  drained,  there  are  large  nmbers  of  these 
sewers  and  they  present  quite  a  potential  problem  to 
the  Health  Department. 

Fortunately,  during  1957  it  was  only  necessary  to  deal 
with  three  Section  24  sewers,  one  serving  seven  properties, 
one  serving  three  properties  and  one  serving  two^houses,^ 
Dvo  of  these  tliree  sewers  had  to  be  totally  relaid,  but  in 
the  case  of  the  third  it  was  only  necessary  to  renew  a  few 
pipes  which  had  been  affected  by  subsidence. 


Public  Cleansing 

This  work  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor 
V\rho  uses  the  old  lime  kiln  in  Steephill  Dovai  Road  for 
controlled  tipping.  Considering  the  proximity  of  this 
tip  to  dwelling  houses,  comparatively  few  complaints  of 
nuisances  were  received  during  the  year.  This  is^ 
largely  due  to  the  careful  covering  of  the  faces  with 
eaith  and  the  regular  treatment  of  the  area  with 
insecticide.  Frequent  visits  are  paid  by  the  staff  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight  (Rodent  Destruction)  Joint  Committee  to 
ensure  freedom  from  rats. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

The  only  camping  site  in  the  district  was  visited 
six  times  during  the  year  and  no  causes  for  complaint 
were  found. 

An  application  to  use  the  old  Ventnor  V/est  Railway 
Station  and  Yard  as  a  caravan  site  was  rejected  after 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  &overn].iLent  had  upheld 
the  refusal  of  the  County  Council  to  grant  the  neccvssary 
planning  permission. 

Housing 

During  the  year  thirteen  new  houses  were  built  by 
private  enterprise  and  four  by  the  local  authority.  The 
number  of  houses  and  flats  owned  by  the  Council  at  the 
end  of  1957  was  therefore  203. 

The  general  housing  situation  does  not  constitute  a 
serious  problem  as  out  of  a  total  of  90  applicants,  7  were 
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considered  priority  cases.  The  greatest  difficulty 
is  in  finding  satisfactory  accommodation  for  aged 
persons,  particularly  those  living  in  sub-standard 
houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  three  new  aged 
persons  bungalows  were  under  construction  and  other 
proposals  for  dealing  with  the  problem  were  also 
being  considered. 

L.gnd  movement  caused  one  house  to  become  unfit 
during  the  year  and  a  closing  order  was  made  until 
the  future  of  the  adjoining  properties  had  been 
decided. 

Action  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 
resulted  in  three  undertakings  to  repair  unfit  houses 
being  accepted  by  the  Council,  Pour  other  undertakings 
given  during  1956  were  complied  with  in  1957» 

Vermin 

Thirty  visits  were  paid  in  respect  of  verminous 
premises,  the  only  infestations  found  being  fleas  and 
cockroaches.  As  these  were  all  of  a  minor  nature, 
little  difficulty  was  met  in  dealing  with  the  problems. 

Pood  Inspection 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

During  1957,  204  visits  were  paid  to  the  Bacon 
Pactory  to  inspect  8163  pigs.  No  other  animals 
were  inspected. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part. 

Number  killed  8163 

Number  inspected  8163 


All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

and  cysticerci  No. 


Whole  carcases  condemned  40 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  1138 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
which  were  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  13.4 

Tuberculosis  only 

V/hole  carcases  condemned  1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  281 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis  3.4 


Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 
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The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  for  tuberculosis 
was  2531  lbs.  and  for  other  diseases  7890  lbs.  In 
addition  two  sows  imported  from  the  mainland  were  found 
upon  arrival  to  be  decomposed  and  were  condemned.  They 
weighed  460  lbs. 

The  principal  diseases  and  conditions  for  which 
whole  carcases  were  condemned  vsieve  oedema  and  emanciation, 
erysipelas  and  pyaemic  conditions.  However,  overall 
figures  for  the  year  under  review  were  increased  by  the 
condemnation  of  ten  pigs  which  were  received  in  a  moribund 
condition  after  having  been  involved  in  a  fire  in  their 
sties.  Even  so  total  condemnations  represented  rather 
less  than  0.5^^  of  the  kill  which  reflects  quite  favourably 
on  the  standard  of  pig  produced  on  the  Island, 

Condemnations  of  part  carcases  and  organs  for 
diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  were  principally  lungs 
affected  with  pleurisy  or  pneumonia,  and  livers  in  a 
parasitic  condition. 

An  increase  v\as  noted  in  the  incidence  of  localised 
tuberculosis  towards  the  end  of  1957  and  investigations 
into  its  cause  were  still  going  on  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  As  a  good  liaison  exists  between  the  staff  of 
the  Bacon  Factory,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the 
Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,^ 
Fisheries  and  Food,  such  investigations  can  be  carried 
out  with  the  minimum  of  trouble  to  all  concerned. 

All  condemned  meat  was  disposed  of  under  strict 
supervision  in  the  by-products  plant  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 


(b)  Other  Foods 

Unsound  food  s^urrendered  and  disposed  of  included  - 


Cheese 
Tinned  Meat 
Corned  Beef 
Tinned  Ham 
”  Fruit 

Vegetables 
Meat  Pies 
Sausages 

Hind quarter  Beef 
Fish 


27  lbs. 

18  lbs. 

14  lbs. 

46  lbs. 

123  lbs. 

11  lbs. 

294  weighing  74  lbs 

12  lbs. 

163  lbs. 

69  lbs. 


All  the  above  was  collected,  stained  and  destroyed  on 
the  refuse  tip  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector, 

(c )  Ice  Cream 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Brugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
is  48  and  during  the  year  31  samples  were  taken^from ^ them. 
Of  these  21  were  placed  in  Grade  1,  3  in  Grade  2,  2  in 
Grade  3  and  5  in  Grade  4. 

Hone  of  the  ice  cream  sold  is  manufactured  in  the 
district  and  a  large  proportion  of  it  is  supplied  by 
large  firms  on  the  mainland. 
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(d)  Milk  and  Dairies 


On  25th.  November  1957  the  Isle  of  Wight  became 
a  specified  area  under  Section  41  of  the  food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  but  even  prior  to  that  date  very 
little  undesignated  milk  v/as  on  sale  in  the  Ventnor 
Urban  District, 

Two  premises  are  registered  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  as  dairies  and 
seven  dealers  are  authorised  to  use  special 
designations  in  connection  with  milk  sold  by  them. 
Seventeen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory, 

(e)  Rood  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955* 

There  are  120  food  premises  in  the  town,  10  of 
which  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  preserved  food.  These  figures 
exclude  all  private  hotels  and  boarding  houses. 

Dialing  1957  130  visits  w^ere  paid  to  food 

premises  in  the  district,  excluding  the  Bacon 
Factory, and  in  general  it  was  found  that  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  were  being  implemented. 

Seven  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found  and 
thirteen  rectified  without  the  necessity  for  formal 
action. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  district 2- 


General  dealers 

25 

Cafes,  Sanck  Bars, 

Kiosks,  etc. 

34 

Butchers 

5 

Bacon  Factory 

1 

Greengrocers 

8 

Bakers 

6 

Wet  Pish 

3 

Pried  Pish 

Sweets  and  confectionery 

10 

Licenced  premises  (other 

than  private  hotel  licences)  24 
Dairies  2 


120 


(f )  Food  Sampling 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Council  as  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority 
and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures  for  the  information  that 
during  1957  five  samples  of  food  were  taken  in 
the  Ventnor  Urban  District,  Upon  analysis  all 
the  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits  made  in  19^7* 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

(a )  Nuisances 


Visits  following  complaints 
Re-inspe  ctions 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  informally 
Nimnber  of  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  statutory  action 
Visits  and  inspections  of  verminous 
premises 

Number  of  verminous  premises  treated 

( b )  Lrainage 


Visits  and  inspections  concerning 
drainage 

Lefective  drains  found 
Defective  drains  remedied 
Drains  tested 


87 

206 

46 

44 

8 

30 

20 


228 

35 

45 

89 


( c )  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Visits  and  inspections 

New  dustbins  provided  as  a  result  of 
informal  action 

New  dustbins  provided  after  service  of 
statutory  notices 

(d )  Water  Supplies 

Visits  and  inspections 

Samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination 

Samples  of  drinking  water  taken  for 
chemical  analysis 

Samples  of  other  water  taken  for 
chemical  analysis 


18 

2 

2 


99 

138 


4 

3 


(e )  Miscellane ous 

Visits  and  inspections  of  camping  sites  6 

Visits  concerning  cases  of  infectious 
disease 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews  197 


HOUSING  ACT.  1957* 

(a)  Unfit  Houses 

Primary  inspections  14- 

Re  inspections  4-7 

Closing  Orders  made  1 

Undertakings  to  repair  accepted  in 

lieu  of  closing  or  demolition  orders  3 

Undertakings  to  repair  an  unfit  house 

carried  out  during  year  4- 

(b)  Re -housing. 


Visits  to  applicants  for  Council  houses 
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36 


( c  )  Improvement  G-rants 


Visits  re  improvement  grant  applications  19 

Improvement  grants  authorised 

during  year  5 

Improvement  grants  paid  during  year  3 

3.  RENT  ACT,  1937. 

Visits  re  certificates  of  disrepair  29 

Eorms  J  (Notice  of  proposal  to 

issue  certificate  of  disrepair)  served  9 

Forms  K  (Undertaking  by  landlord  to 

carry  out  repairs)  received  6 

Certificates  of  disrepair  issued  1 

4.  FOOD  AND  DRUCS  ACT,  1935. 

(a)  General 

(i)  Visits  and  inspections  to  food 

premises  (other  than  the  Bacon 
Factory  or  licenced  premises)  124 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  6 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  rectified  11 

(ii)  Visits  and  inspections  of 

licenced  premises  6 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  1 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  rectified  2 

("b)  Milk  and  Ice  Cream 

Visits  and  inspection  of  dairies  9 

Milk  samples  taken  17 

Ice  cream  samples  taken  31 

( c  )  Bacon  Factory 

Visits  204 

Number  of  pigs  slaughtered 

and  inspected  8,163 

5.  PESTS  ACT.  1949. 

Visits  re  infestations  of  rats 

and  mice  18 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

Visits  7 

Defects  found 

Defects  remedied  1 

7.  FACTORIES  ACT.  1937. 

Visits  14 

Defects  found  2 

Defects  remedied  2 
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NOTICES 


Act 

Informal 

F  ormal 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

Public  Health 

103 

111 

21 

21 

Housing 
(Section  9) 

Factories 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Food  and  Drugs 

6 

11 

— 

— 

Shops 

1 

— 

111 

123 

21 

21 

(18) 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

Inspections  for  piirposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  (including  inspections  made 

hy  Public  Heal  til  Inspector). 
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